California Fire Safe Council
Board of Directors

Minutes of October 16, 2007 meeting

Chairman Bruce Turbeville called the meeting to order at 8:50 AM in the City Council Chambers of the Laguna Beach City Hall.  A quorum was established, with Directors also attending:  Horne, Kidder, Bischel, Katelman, Lopez, Miller, Stewart and Whitman.  Absent:  Blonski, Watson.

Staff attending:  Executive Director Grayson, Grant Managers Gardner, Rightmyer and Brooke, and Interim Grant Manager Wende Cornelius.

Guests attending:  Chief Mike Macey, Laguna Beach Fire Department; Jane Arteaga, James Gannon, Kristen Allison and Timothy Dunfee, BLM; Marty Leavitt, FSC and RCD of Greater San Diego County; Wally McCall, Ojai Valley FSC; Joanne Drummond, FSC of Nevada County; Keith Dunn, Dunn Consulting.

Welcome and opening comments:  

Chairman Turbeville welcomed all those in attendance and asked for self-introductions.  Chief Macey extended a welcome on behalf of the City of Laguna Beach and expressed his appreciation to Dr. Horne for the efforts of the local FSC.

Public Comment:

Mr. McCall, Ojai Valley FSC and The C.R.E.W., described the Zaca Fire that destroyed 260,000 acres earlier this year.  He discussed the successful performance of three fuel breaks created by The C.R.E.W., and thanked the CFSC for the grants that made the establishment of the fuel breaks possible.  
Ms. Leavitt, FSC of San Diego County, thanked Ms. Grayson for attending their Second Annual Fire Safe San Diego event, which honors local FSCs.  She commented that since 1997 there have been 65 community FSCs formed in San Diego County; this event serves as an expo to bring them all together to network and share their many accomplishments.  She stressed the importance of communication to help find solutions, identify funding sources and keep media informed of FSC efforts, legislative issues and other needs.  She stated that her organization supports SB 838.

Ms. Drummond of the FSC of Nevada County described the location of her organization and provided a brief history of their programs and accomplishments.  She stated that her primary purpose in attending was in reference to a letter her board had sent to the CFSC last December regarding SB 838 and requesting support.  Ms. Drummond highlighted several concerns which her board had asked her to convey, specifically a need for additional information on the status of SB 838, the CFSC trademark issue, and overall communications with the CFSC.  Ms. Grayson and Mr. Turbeville gave Ms. Drummond a letter which responded to the issues raised in the FSC of Nevada County’s original letter.  Primarily, Mr. Turbeville noted that much information that was requested in the December letter was unknown at that time; this information continues to evolve and will be better communicated to local FSCs and others via the enewsletter and website as details become available.  In response to questions Ms. Drummond raised about CFSC Board meetings being “open” or “closed,” the Board clarified that, except for matters discussed in Executive Session, meetings would be open. However, public comment will be confined to a one hour period at the beginning of the meeting and will not be accepted during the remainder of the meeting.  In a related issue, the Board asked that meeting minutes be disseminated more quickly after each meeting for posting on the website to assist in closing any communications gaps as well as assisting Directors to follow up more speedily on action items.
Ms. Arteaga provided an update on the California Fire Alliance, particularly regarding the status of the Alliance Charter, which has now been completely signed.  She also commented on future BLM funding for fire prevention projects, noting that there had been talk of significant budget cuts.  She further spoke of BLM efforts to clarify environmental compliance issues which have been a struggle for many local FSCs receiving federal funding.  The DOI agencies are playing a lead role in this effort.

Chief Macey thanked Mr. Horne for bringing today’s meeting to Laguna Beach, and offered his assistance and that of his department to everyone in attendance.  Chief Macey described fire prevention efforts currently in process in the city, including a successful goat program, as well as ongoing differences of opinions between the fire prevention community and the environmental community.  He said that this type of debate reinforces the importance of the local FSC.

Calendar for future CFSC Board activities:

· Special meeting with Fire Marshal Dargan and Capitol visits:  no date identified

· February 5, 2008 – regular meeting – Sacramento

· May 6, 2008 – regular meeting – Nevada County/Auburn

· August 5, 2008 – regular meeting, Oakland

· November 4, 2008 - regular meeting – San Diego

Other Board actions are summarized in the Action Report below.

Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 1:35 PM.  Next meeting:  February 5, 2008, Sacramento.
