Board of Directors Meeting
January 25, 2007

2424 Mulberry St., Riverside, CA 90251

951/782-4140

9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

Minutes

The meeting was called to order at 9:54 a.m., with Chairman Turbeville presiding and a quorum was established. In attendance: Chairman Bruce Turbeville, Vice Chair Ken Blonski, Treasurer David Horne and directors Cheryl Miller,  Frank Stewart, Troy Whitman, Pat Kidder and Tracy Katelman.  Board members absent: David Bischel, Jerry Davies, Jay Watson.  Special Note: Ellen Pollema resigned as a board member prior to this meeting.  Also in attendance were staff members Erica Bisch, Cathy Brooke, Amber Gardner and Brenda Rightmyer 

Public Attendance:  

Jane Arteaga, BLM 

Bill and Claire Cave, Auburn Lake Trails Fire Safe Council

Ernylee Chamlee, CDF

Julie Crick, Forest Care – San Bernardino National Forest Association

Laura Dyberg, Mt. Rim FSC, San Bernardino National Forest Association – Fire Ed

Tom Esgate, Lassen County FSC

Walt Farmer, Green Valley Lake FSC Chapter – Mt. Rim FSC

Bob Green, CDF/So Ops

John Hawkins, CDF/Riverside County Fire Unit Chief

Shawna Meyer, San Bernardino National Forest Association 

Gina Moron-McGough, Riverside County Fire OES

Mary Ann Rozance, Forest Care – San Bernardino National Forest Association

I. Welcome, opening comments & public comment period
9:30-10:30 a.m.
Meeting came to order and Mr. Turbeville handed out speaker cards for public speaking comment period and introduced Bob Green, CDF who welcomed everyone to the Riverside County Fire Command Center.  Mr. Green described some of the history and conditions they face in the Riverside area like flood, fire and snow.  He stated we ran a 25 acre fire yesterday and three fires on Monday, very busy fire activity at a time we should have rain.  The sierra foothills have already received 45% of its rain fall; this is looking like the driest season on record.  The fuels issue is big here and this is where Fire Safe Councils come into play with community assistance and community wildfire protection plans.  It comes to the fact that communities need to help protect themselves because we don’t have engines to place at every home or in every community.  Homes need defensible space.  I’ve seen it work, its magical and it works great having the partnerships to make this all happen.  All this working together from the communities into the fire service will make a good impact when we have our fires.  Is each community going to be ready?  Working hand in hand is what we are all about.  Having the Fire Safe Councils help allows us to get the resources where they are needed.  Thank you for all your help, keep up the great work, that is what it is all about.

Mr. Stewart stated, the state FSC is working on a funding package with state legislation for funding.  Do you find that it will be in competition with funds for CDF, do you see any problems with fire safe councils getting funding with state legislation?  

Mr. Green responded, is that were general fund dollars will be given to the statewide fire safe council for distribution?  This is the first I’ve heard of it and not knowing anything about it I can’t speak on it. 

Mr. Green concluded by welcoming everyone once again and to let him know if there was anything else we needed.

Mr. Turbeville led introductions around the room.

Open Session Public Comments:   Mr. Turbeville announced that each guest has five minutes to speak.

Mr. Bill Cave -Auburn Lake Trails stated, we have had a great experience and have served in the fire safe community for four years in our community and thank you all for letting us participate in this.  We are not sure if we can continue with all this, we are getting ancient but we can still ride a horse.

Ms. Cathy Brooke – CFSC So Cal Grant Manager stated,  I am representing Wally McCall who is unable to be here due to health issues. Cathy read a letter from Mr. McCall addressed to Erica Bisch, Executive Director CFSC.  In the letter, Mr. McCall points out that he is the co-founder and executive council member of the Ojai Valley Fire Safe Council and CEO of the C.R.E.W. which is a program that does extensive fire mitigation work.  He has 25 years of experience as a businessman and as a corporate executive and consultant in both the private and public sectors.  Mr. McCall’s opinions were expressed in the letter and four issues were addressed; 1) he grabbles with the issue of limited human and fiscal resources and that “the State FSC has significantly addressed this issue by serving as a resource in the areas of compliance and fiscal management” and have picked up some slack that has been helpful for them.  2)  the Clearinghouse has provided a centralized grant program.  “The Council’s centralization of proposal related issues has been a Godsend and has helped us immeasurably.” 3)  CFSC has established “parity between Northern and Southern California funding.”  4)  he encourages the CFSC to expand the range of grantors that it represents to include, Homeland Security and Weed Management funders as stated examples.  Mr. McCall concluded “it has been my personal experience that the move toward a centralized statewide funding, oversight and policy developing Council has produced a significant increase in productivity in the areas of fuel treatment and fire education.  Because of the Council’s existence we can accomplish more with limited resources, obtain more proposal funding, and have our opinions heard by policymakers.”  

Mr. Stewart asked what group is he with again?

Ms. Brooke stated, the C.R.E.W. which stands for Concerned Resources and Environmental Workers which takes troubled youth and provides them with after school work.

Ms. Laura Dyberg – Mt. Rim FSC and San Bernardino National Forest Association stated, we have a wildfire education trailer that travels around the state of California and has recently traveled to Arizona and has plans to travel to Oregon.  It goes to many events and we turn down as many requests for it as we have placed it, currently it is with Allstate in Ontario.  Allstate Foundation has financially supported this trailer as has the Clearinghouse now we want to build a new trailer and it has been challenging to get funding to do that.  The trailer displays an excellent message regarding the role of wildland fire and nature, defensible space and the front line.  It is truly unique.  We want to make sure to encourage funding for educational projects and for administrative projects.  The trailer is staffed by volunteers except for me.  The on-going funding to support it is limited because there is more focus on fuel reduction.  I’ve been involved with fire safe councils since 1998 I live for fire safe councils and what they are trying to do.  The funding is getting less and less.  I am asking if you hear about the trailer coming into your area, I’ll include the board on our travels, if you can stop by and see it you will see how awesome it is.  We need two trailers so when one is parked at a long event like the LA Fair then we’ll have another to send around so we don’t miss any events.  We hope you look for money that can help support this idea so we can share it with multiple fire safe councils.  

Ms. Tracy Katelman asked Ms. Dyberg how much funding they need for the trailer and Ms. Dyberg responded $100,000 to $150,000 dollars. 

Mr. Tom Esgate - Lassen County FSC stated, I am here to talk about the affiliation program and am here to encourage it to move forward.  This has been long overdue and it is about time to move this forward.  The staff has done a good job scoping the topic and allowing fire safe councils to input over the past year. Our organizations are similar in that we have a board of directors meeting and we have our fire safe council meeting.  At our board meetings the board talks about the business decisions of the council that are not public meetings.  And I hope this is the last time you have public at your meetings so as the board of directors you can do your jobs as directors and conduct the council’s business and not let the public come in and disrupt your meeting.  What we do is have our board meeting and then go into the regular fire safe council meeting with all the agencies and players there.  I hope you guys get onto council business so you can provide us direction and get on with this affiliation program.  Right now it’s like herding cats.  Give us some direction it’s like dealing with kids when they don’t have direction, they seem to get into a lot more trouble.  

Now state funding, the Clearinghouse has done an excellent job.  When I look at the numbers, I’ve seen administrative around the 5% – 10% range and when you consider the contacts that the grant managers make,  each one of those contacts is an important key educational component.  It goes way beyond just applying for a grant, I don’t know of any other organization that is getting that kind of return for the dollar. You should be very proud of that.  When it comes to state funding you guys are our best shot at that.  You have a steep ladder to climb, we have had to turn down state grants because of the burdens related administration constraints. Our costs go up 50%.   It would be a disaster if the state funding went through a state agency after all these efforts.  The most  cost effective grants we currently deal with are the Clearinghouse, NRCS, and then RAC and FWS.  As soon as we shift to state grants it gets very cumbersome.  I have background  in lobbying and can volunteer my time to help.  I hope you proceed with state funding and know that the fire safe councils up in our area are really happy and think you are doing a great job.  The troops out there appreciate what you are doing and they just want you to get on with it. 

Ms. Katelman asked Mr. Esgate which state programs they were having a hard time with?  Mr. Esgate responded, one was from CDF and we had to send the money back. When we got a Western States WUI grant we could only accept it if they allowed us to contract direct with USFS, it was the only way we could administer it.  If we had to go through CDF our costs would have increased 50% along with other administrative constraints.  With the state we don’t get advances and with the feds we do and for a nonprofit that is critical for us.  

Ms. Katelman continued that it was important to learn what the issues are as CFSC seeks state funding and that we need to take a look at those issues.  Mr. Esgate added, we hope you guys figure it out because the way it is working with the Clearinghouse and the feds is great and we hope you can do the same process with the state and it will be a big step for California.  California, were it is a great state, has the reputation of a cumbersome government.  There is a way the process can be better, it can happen, and we believe you guys are the best chance to go for it and figure it out.

Ms. Erica Bisch stated, she had some letters to read on behalf of organizations that were unable to attend the meeting and wanted their voice heard, and one letter that was dated back a year ago discussing the importance of ‘formalization to become a fire safe council’. The letters are from El Dorado County Fire Safe Council, Fire Safe San Mateo County, Wildland Residents Association in Santa Barbara, Janesville Fire Safe Council and Fire Safe Council of San Diego County.  Here is a synapse of each letter:

· Letter submitted by Vicki Yorty, Executive Director El Dorado FSC:  “On behalf of the Board of Directors of the EDCFSC and members of our 16 local, community-based Fire Safe Councils, I am writing this to document our appreciation of the efforts and outstanding support we have received from the California FSC and your staff.  I am entering my sixth year as Executive Director of the EDCFSC and this would never have been possible without the continuing encouragement, sharing of information and professional guidance I have received from you and your dedicated staff members.  Because the EDCFSC and the CAFSC have pretty much evolved along parallel paths, I believe I am in a unique position to speak to this process and share some common successes, frustrations and challenges we have all experienced over the past five years.”  Ms. Yorty continues in the letter to describe the process of trying to get her local council off the ground and into a nonprofit status and having had support from other local councils.  In 2001 Ms. Yorty attended the 1st Strategic Planning Meeting for CAFSC which “was an intense 2-day meeting that generated over 100 action items/objectives” which to this day are still attempting to be addressed.  Many items that came out of the planning meeting have successfully been accomplished like the “One-Stop-Shopping” for grants which is today the Clearinghouse.  “The professionalism and expertise of Erica Bisch was what made that a reality” in 2004.  “At the June 15, 2006 CAFSC meeting in Sacramento, Erica facilitated a discussion/survey about the relationship between the CAFSC and local councils, what were our expectations, were they being met, suggestions for change, etc.  I was very excited about this direction because our County Fire Safe Council is experiencing the same growth and growing pains, namely to define relationships and expectations between the EDCFSC and the satellite councils.”  Under the direction of Erica, Brenda Rightmyer shared the draft of the Smart Growth for Fire Safe Councils document with a few Sierra Region local FSC staff members as Erica was sharing the draft idea in the CAFSC September meeting in San Diego.  “I emphasize the word draft which indicates to me a work in progress.”  Along with feedback from southern California we provided feedback to Erica who reworked the document and was preparing to present it to the CAFSC board at the November board meeting.  I attended the meeting in November as to support the idea of the Smart Growth concept to go forward.  “Instead of having a productive discussion, the meeting turned into a platform for a few people to air personal grievances and take up very valuable time that, I believe, should have been devoted to conducting business of the Board.”  I urge the BOD of CAFSC “to take action on the Smart Growth for Fire Safe Councils”, “I can assure you we are in the lead in our fire safe efforts, can we make improvements?  Absolutely!  Let us go forward….and work together to fulfill our mission.”

· Letter submitted by Steve Richmond, Fire Safe Coordinator -  Fire Safe San Mateo County in its full context reads:  “I will not be able to attend your Fire Safe Council meeting in Southern California this month.  During our January meeting of Fire Safe San Mateo County, we discussed the need for better structure and measurement for membership in the state-wide organization.  Our group does support some requirements for membership!  As you know when the Coast Side Fire Safe Council organized in San Mateo County, there was a problem.  The gentleman who organized as a Fire Safe Council merely added his membership to his website and in his correspondence stated he was supported by CDF and the State Fire Safe Council.  These letters were written to the Board of Supervisors, Congressmen, and state and local officials touting his agenda.  To our knowledge he never held a fire safe meeting involving members of his community.  We were forced to send a letter of disclaimer to those same officials to advise them that Coast Side Fire Safe Council was not associated with Fire Safe San Mateo County.  As we grow as an organization, some structure becomes necessary.  We wonder if those who feel local Fire Safe Councils should have free rein to do as they see fit are those who have had success obtaining large federal grants for their communities?  We, on the coast, have no federal grants to speak of and we have depended on the state organization for handout materials and assistance in other matters.  We will continue to do what we can to promote Fire Safe issues in our community without fear that structure at the state level will compromise our mission.

· Letter submitted by Michael Williams, President-Executive Director – Wildland Residents Association located in Santa Barbara and an affiliate of the Santa Barbara County Fire Safe Council:                       “It has come to my attention that there are issues and concerns being raised regarding the issuing and administration of grants under your supervision.  As the recipient of two grants with another application in process, I would like to strongly support the efforts of the Fire Safe Council and the coordination efforts extended by Cathy Brooke on our behalf.  After two years of working with Cathy and the council, I have nothing but respect for the process and supervision.  To recap, our applications have gone through extensive review and processing.  I have attended in-service training where the administrative requirements of the grants were very clearly spelled out.”  Michael continues to describe the technical support he receives from the CAFSC grant manager and likes that the requirements to successfully manage their grants are clear.  The letter continues, “Clearly, those who cannot do the administration should not apply.  In the post Enron days and with the ever-growing distrust of government programs, the Fire Safe Council grants seems to rise above many other federal programs.  The fact that extensive documentation is required is a good thing.  It provides accountability for all involved.  It further ensures that the public is benefiting from the monies in a productive and efficient manner.  I take great exception to anyone or organization that suggests accountability is bad.  I would like to make the WRA available in any way necessary to support your efforts.”     
· Letter submitted by Mike Spaan, Chair of Janesville Fire Safe Council in Lassen County:  “The Janesville Fire Safe Council would like to express our support of the California Fire Safe Councils (CFSC) effort to obtain funding from the State of California.  CFSC’s efforts to help local Fire Safe Councils meet their objectives are invaluable.  We support any funding that will help CFSC and local councils meet their missions.  We also support State funding that is distributed through the California Fire Alliance’s Fire Safe California Grants Clearinghouse as implemented by the CFSC.
· Letter submitted by Marty Leavitt, Chair of Fire Safe Council of San Diego County dated 12-19-2005:  Re:  Formalization of Requirements to become a Fire Safe Council.  “The Fire Safe Council of San Diego (SDCFSC) currently has on our rosters 35 community fire safe councils (CFSC) with nearly a dozen more on the verge of becoming CFSCs in the next few weeks.  It is our stated goal to have identified leadership for and formation of 100 CFSCs throughout San Diego County by 2007.  At least one of these emerging CFSCs and one established CFSC have exhibited difficulty in understanding and/or working on generally established fire safe council principles.  On several occasions I have spoken to Cathy Brooke or Erica Bisch about the advantages of instituting a formal process to enable community groups to become “legitimate” fire safe councils recognized by the CAFSC.  The reasons for this are many, however, most abiding of these is to provide a means of protecting the good name of Fire Safe Council  from individuals who have personal agendas or otherwise do not follow the generally accepted tenets of fire safe council activities.”  Marty continues to describe how this can be a frustrating process to keep communities towards pre-fire management and community protection activities and that throughout the state there are similar situations.  She encourages the idea of a formalized FSC authorization process to support CAFSC as well as SDCFSC, she says in the letter “a formal but simple application process will provide you and other ‘support’ FSCs such as ourselves with a means of channeling work in the most productive terms while allowing communities to continue to be self-defining.”  With CAFSC retaining “control over the use of the logo and name “Fire Safe Council” “it will protect the excellent reputation of it and the “formalization process will enable community fire safe councils to feel more empowered and legitimized.”  She continues to describe and give examples of what the process could look like.  She concludes in the letter, “I very strongly believe that this or a similar formalization would be a positive move for all concerned, and especially in helping CFSCs to define their goals and objectives throughout their educational process.  While I understand that restriction of use of logo and/or name may involve trade marking, copywriting, business licensing or some other yet to be identified ‘legal’ process, I do believe it can only help to legitimize the work the communities perform to secure their homes and properties from ravages of wildfires.  I strongly urge the California Fire Safe Council to give serious consideration to this suggestion.”
Ms. Jane Arteaga, Fire Mitigation/Education Specialist-California State Office-Bureau of Land Management:  

Ms. Arteaga stated, I have an update on the California Fire Alliance, to start off with, we too are going through some growing pains as a working group.  We are looking at redesigning our mission and interpreting it, this is something we are working on diligently.  

-I have a reminder about the California Prevention, Mitigation, Education Conference coming up March 26th thru March 30th in Sacramento.  The link to register is on the CAFSC website at www.firesafecouncil.org.  On Wednesday of the conference, you’ll be able to set up displays with information.  I am collecting names of those interested in doing a five minute presentation about your projects.   

-This next go around for the Clearinghouse we have about 2 million dollars for grants.  Myself and James Newman, Fire Planner have volunteered to be part of the National Fire Planning Committee for 2009 thru 2011 budgets, so we can be sure the complexity of California gets represented.  All they see is that our projects cost more than other states but we get a lot done for the money.  The educational projects are funded only by our begging, we are not initially funded for educational projects.  If we meet our targets for fuels and acres, that is how we get our dollars from Congress.  As long as we meet those targets then we can fund some of the educational projects.  Personally I believe in education and I will fight hard for it, but we still need to meet the fuels target.  The other thing that is surfacing as a priority is ‘biomass’ and with the Fire Alliance mission we are recognizing that we will have to address that a bit more.  The biomass projects don’t tend to self sustain even though some can, there is one currently going on in San Diego.  Some how we need to bring small business and larger businesses into biomass and incorporate that with our fuels reduction projects.  I saw that this year under our national direction.  It is listed in our priority in the grant program this year, it is where the future is heading.  This is where the Fire Alliance can step in too.

-Next Wednesday I get to experience a GAO audit, it is an audit from Congress.  Which means if I am going through it, it means the Fire Safe Council is going through it also.  I think we will turn out ok in California largely because of the Fire Safe Council and our working relationships with other agencies.  Montana already went through it and they didn’t feel too good about it, because the GAO kept on asking “how are you prioritizing your projects according to the WUI’s?”  We are better organized here in California and the audit should be a favor for us and at least should sustain our current budget levels as a positive result.

Ms. Arteaga read a note to the California Fire Safe Council from Karen Barnette, Deputy State Director of BLM.  Ms. Arteaga stated, she really wanted to be here today but had family commitments.  She has been instrumental in starting the Fire Alliance and helping support the start of the Fire Safe Council in 1992.  

Her note reads, “California BLM and I personally would like to publicly salute the California Fire Safe Council  and its administrative organization in particular for providing quality service to one of our most critical programs.  Erica Bisch and the staff consistently have met all of our requirements at a very high level.  The difference that this makes to BLM being able to deliver funding for projects throughout the state is invaluable.  We know that the service and the amount of funding going to the group would suffer without the agreement which establishes our working relationship with the Fire Safe Council and its faithful implementation of that agreement.  Mike Poole and I wish we could only be there in person to say ‘Thank you’.”

Ms. Arteaga also presented “a letter of appreciation” from BLM to Mr. Turbeville.  She read, “On behalf of the Bureau of Land Management I would like to take this opportunity to express my gratitude to the California Fire Safe Council for the tremendous efforts that you have provided in assisting the BLM in achieving its community assistance goals for the National Fire Plan over the past three years.  On October 2003 we began a partnership and the Fire Safe Council took on the responsibility of the operation of the Clearinghouse and administration of the Rural Community Assistance Grants.  Through this partnership the California Fire Safe Council has assisted us in accomplishing our targets by completing the following:  

· Delivering a mechanism of the One-Stop-Shop concept in California under the Clearinghouse receiving over 1,062 Concept Papers totaling 97.5 million dollars.  

· Creating means to assist potential applicants such as grant writing workshops, frequently asked questions materials and informative website.

· Administering over a 186 BLM grants totaling 11 million dollars.  This includes notifying applicants of funding, screening for competencies and monitoring programs including site-visits.  Throughout this program the Fire Safe Council has been timely and proficient in submission for quarterly and year end reports. Quarterly data input into NFPORS database.  

· Timely and accurate response to audits and data calls from both the agency and Congress.

Furthermore, I appreciate the professionalism of Erica Bisch and her staff.  Their dedication and hard work have truly made the Grant Clearinghouse a huge success and aided the BLM in achieving our targets.  On behalf of the agency please accept my thanks and efforts in exceeding these requirements of our agreement and providing a national model of partnerships for BLM.  Sincerely, Mike Poole, State Director. “

Mr. John Hawkins, CDF Unit Chief-Riverside County Fire Department – stated, it is a pleasure to be here.  We protect about one and a half million people in Riverside County, spread over 7200 square miles, 95 fire stations, 1100 CDF employees, 200 county employees, 1100 budgeted volunteers and you can see we are a  very busy and large organization.  Last year we went to over 112,000 emergencies, and each year we have between 10 and 12 major fires that require multiple resources and go on for several days.  These are fires that threaten communities.  My job as the Fire Chief and our job as CDF is to provide fire safety.  To that end we commend the state Fire Safe Council and the local Fire Safe Council’s for what you do. We work with a couple of Fire Safe Councils in Riverside County, one that is particularly active is the Mt. Communities FSC they have accomplished a lot that has been extremely helpful. I have worked in northern California almost my whole career until the last three years and we have a serious problem here, in the south, due to dead fuels and dead fuels due to drought and bug infestation.  The problem is not just in timber.  For those folks from northern California we do have trees down here.  One of the problems the drought created is underneath the brush is a bunch of dead brush.  We are out checking today, the freezing , of the last five days, that killed a lot of citrus and created a compounded fuel problem in the brush.  The brush is the fuse that leads the fires to the houses, plain and simple.  We have fires any time of the year when the winds blow, all bets are off when the wind blows, it creates instant fire conditions.  

I can tell you about the Esparanza Fire which started on the morning of October 26, the fire starts at 1 am in the morning beginning in the Santa Ana winds.  This fire runs quickly and burns into the communities of Twin Pines, Poppet Flats and Silent Valley.  We were instantly challenged, we had 50 engine companies in there by 8 am and still 38 structures burned.  You’ll never hear us as fire fighters say “we lost a structure”, this is a semantic things.  We can only protect what could have a chance to protect, there needs to be clearance around the houses.  34 of the 38 structures were destroyed in the community of Twin Pines, we have not done a specific site analysis yet on whether they had defensible space or not but I can guess the answer.  We also have a Riverside County MAST, Mountain Airy Safety Taskforce.  As does San Bernardino County, ours is very good because it includes a ‘partnership’ of federal, state, county personnel, local personnel, two water districts and the civilians, the citizens as part of the fire safe councils.  That is a critical factor that has led to the success of MAST.  Many things have been done, a lot of fuels abatement has been done.  Southern California Edison immediately jumped in and cleaned the road right a ways that does two things 1) it reduces the fire risks of fires starting from off the highway near the power lines and 2) removes trees at risk of falling on the power lines which would knock them down and start a fire.  Edison spent just under 100 million dollars has been spent between the San Bernardino Mts. and the San Ysento Mts.  In addition, the grants from BLM, USFS, NRCS have brought a change in reducing fuels.  USFS right now, is doing helicopter logging in Idyllwild to reduce the fuels even further. This is all good but it requires support, political support.  The problem in California is ‘defensible space’ around structures.  We can do a lot of widespread clearance, but if we don’t clear the grass around homes it will still burn homes.  We think defensible space is critical.  People have to be educated, people have already forgotten Esparanza and Cedar Fires.  How do we know, just go look and see the lack of clearance.  We educate our fire fighters to look for two things 1) is there any brush clearance around houses and 2) what is the flame lengths?  If the flame length is 40’ and the clearance is 30’ what is going to happen?  The flames will tickle the house and ignite the house.  We need 100’ defensible space, we need fuel reduction but we must have defensible space.  The comment about the need for education and the need for education, any way we can do the education we’ll be the better for it.  When fire occurs the natural civilian response is panic and panic is too late to do brush clearance.  The message I have is ‘defensible space’, Fire Safe Councils the more you can help us get that ‘defensible space’ the better we’ll be.  Thank you.

Mr. Turbeville took a moment to present Chief Hawkins with a check for $2,500 from the California Fire Safe Council for the Esparanza Firefighters Assistance Fund.  

Chief Hawkins stated, it is easy to be critical of our political process.  As a fire chief I stood next to three Riverside County Supervisors from the morning of the Esparanza Fire, I watched the political process work.  Riverside County came up with $100,000 and it kept getting matched until there was a reward of $500,000 to catch the arson that started the fire that cost fire fighter’s lives.  Please, I encourage ‘defensible space’.  Thanks Bruce.

Ms. Amber Gardner, Coast Region Grant Manager-CFSC and Board Member of Diablo FSC stated, what I see a lot in the bay area is that we have many fire safe councils and we don’t have federal lands and it is difficult for local councils to get funds.  Sonoma County has a problem with acres and acres of dead trees and Napa County, Alameda County, Contra Costa County, Santa Clara share the same fire issues and have no federal partners.  The reason I wanted to express that is how it links to the importance of getting legislative funding so CFSC could be in a position to help them.  There are groups like these that don’t get to benefit from the assistance and the collaboration from federal agencies and they need this sort of support.  They have gotten some Clearinghouse grants and utilize what resources they can and collaborate as much as possible, but they really feel that this is an important opportunity for them and I am here to be their voice.    

Mr. Turbeville, Chair CFSC stated, I would like to share a personal observation, yesterday I flew down from southern California and I make it a habit to sit on the left side of the plane to view the mountains and the foothills.  We started at about Amador County and came down the front country of the foothills and it dawned on me that over the last 30 years there has been a tremendous amount of structural growth in those wildland areas.  It’s almost like there are driveways around the forest.  It looks like structures out in the middle of no where.  This is why we need fire safe councils, we need more of them.  We haven’t even scratched the surface yet on a statewide basis.  This is only looking at one small part of the state, we spend so much time responding and wasting our time on erroneous issues – chasing rabbits, let’s get on with it.  We’ve just begun.  We need to get state money, we need to increase federal funding.  If we can get the state money that will help increase the federal funding.  We know how to do it, let’s go do it!  Where we’ve been, where we are and where we are going need to be out there.  Letters of support are tremendous.  Thanks to the local councils, you are tremendous, you’ve all done a hell of a job.  We’ve all grown from nothing, the fire safe council concept was born on a cocktail napkin as a thought.  Look where it is today, let’s keep it going.  We need paper towels instead of cocktail napkins ok.  We can do this together.  Thank you, that closes the open session.     

Mr. Pat Kidder, CFSC Board member stated, how he was very surprised and liked the positive comments from the local fire safe councils.  He noticed how many of them came from quite a distance and had nothing to say but positive, supportive comments.  There is a lot of support out there, I like it.

The open/public session closed at 11:13 going over the projected time on the agenda and all public present left while the CFSC board moved into a closed session.
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