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          Date of Hearing:   April 24, 2002

                        ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS

                              Darrell Steinberg, Chair

                  AB 1983 (Dickerson) - As Amended:  April 16, 2002 

          Policy Committee:                              Natural  

          ResourcesVote:11-0

          Urgency:     No                   State Mandated Local Program:  

          No     Reimbursable:               

           SUMMARY  

          This bill establishes a Fuel Hazard Reduction (FHR) Program at  

          the Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CDF) to award  

          competitive grants to encourage the development and use of  

          wildland fuel reduction practices to reduce the level of  

          wildland fire damage on private properties in the state.   

          Specifically, this bill:

          1)Requires the CDF director to establish a 13-member FHR  

            Advisory Committee and to provide funds for short-term and  

            long-term wildland fuel management plans for a ranch,  

            watershed or other land-planning unit consistent with state  

            and federal environmental policy.

          2)Requires each grant applicant to submit a long-term fuel  

            hazard management plan for approval by the CDF director before  

            a project can commence and allows the director to fund up to  

            90% of project costs after the FHR advisory committee has  

            recommended projects likely to produce the greatest public  

            benefit, and allows a grant recipient to spend up to 10% of a  

            grant for the project's administrative overhead.

          3)Requires the director to submit an annual report to the Board  

            of Forestry and Fire Protection and to the Legislature  

            concerning progress made toward implementing this program  

            during the prior year, and requires the CDF and the FHR  

            advisory committee, by January 1, 2008, to evaluate the  

            program and present their recommendations to the board and the  

            Legislature.

           FISCAL EFFECT  
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          1)Moderate one-time costs, about $250,000 in FY 2002-03, to the  

            CDF to establish the structure for the FHR Program.  (General  

            Fund.)

          2)Substantial cost pressures, in the range of $500,000, to fund  

            FHR grants at the CDF.  (GF)

           COMMENTS  

           Rationale  .  The author argues CDF should invest in projects to  

          encourage wildland fuel reduction activities on private lands  

          throughout California.  The bill intends to encourage private  

          landowners and other eligible applicants for grant funds to  

          conduct wildland fuel reduction practices to reduce the  

          frequency and severity of catastrophic wildfires and their  

          danger to public safety, personal property and the environment.
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