August 1, 2002

Senator Diane Feinstein

United States Senate

One Post Street, Suite 2450

San Francisco, CA  94104

Dear Senator Feinstein:

The Butte County Fire Safe Council is recommending that fundamental changes are made in how the Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) are administered in California.  We strongly support the funds that have become available to the community via the National Fire Plan.  These funds have helped communities to organize fire safe councils, provide public education and complete on the ground fuel reduction projects.  The problem in this case is in the details, that is to say the bureaucracy and paperwork, involved in administering a WUI Grant.

Currently, these USFS funds are actually administered by the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection.  We have an excellent working relationship with the Upper Ridge Coordinating Council and Paradise Pines Property Owners Association, embarked on a 17 mile, 200 foot fuel reduction project in the Magalia area north of the Town of Paradise.

While this project has successfully resulted in 12 miles of treated area, it also uncovered onerous bureaucracy, restrictive and ever changing rules and difficulty meeting a 50/50 match on a project of any size.  For this reason, the Butte Unit has decided not to administer any WUI Grant Projects in 2002.

Based on this experience, the Butte County Fire Safe Council understands the dilemma of the Butte Unit.  This leaves the community of Butte County without access to these valuable funds.  We recommend the following:

1. The USFS should route the WUI funds through another, less bureaucratic and restrictive organization, such as the California Fire Safe Council or its current fiduciary agent, the Sacramento Regional Foundation.

2. All National Fire Plan funding should be available on a “One Stop Shopping” regardless of the agency of origin.  Once again, we recommend the California Fire Safe Council and its fiduciary agents.

3. Reduce the match on WUI Grants from 50%/50% to 80% federal/20% matching.  The ultimate goal of all National Fire Plan Grants is to reduce the threat of wildland fire to our community and our natural resources.  Any method of distributing funds should be user friendly and support the goals stated in the National and California Fire Plan.  Additionally, funding levels should be increased to accommodate more on the ground projects that protect communities at risk from wildland fires.

Please feel free to call on me or our Fire Safe Council to provide assistance or answer questions on this important issue.

Sincerely, 

James A. Broshears, Chair

Butte Fire Safe Council

