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Are you operating without insurance?  If so, you are putting your earnings and your property at risk.  If something goes wrong, board members or others in positions of responsibility could be held personally liable and may have to pay a settlement if your Council has no insurance.

The statewide Fire Safe Council recently purchased its directors and officers, liability, property, and fidelity bonding insurance through a brokerage, Driver-Alliant, which works with local Councils, other nonprofits and many of California’s counties.  Website:  www.driveralliant.com.

Driver-Alliant offers two package insurance policies that, in the Council’s search for insurance, were the most comprehensive and lowest cost policies we could find.  The policies are called Special Liability Insurance Program  (SLIP) and Special Property Insurance Program (SPIP).  

Program fact sheets are attached.  We worked with Chris Tobin of Driver-Alliant at 

949/660-8143, ctobin@driveralliant.com.  To give an example of an approximate premium, Chris estimates the SLIP program ranges from $1,100-$2,200.  Your premium will be based on your specific insurance needs.  So if you have questions about the insurance policies, please call Chris directly.  Good luck!

Here are some of the features we liked about the policies:

· High ratings for the insurance companies indicate financial stability; if we have claim, they’re unlikely to disappear and refuse to honor it.

· Easy application process.  We called Chris.  She filled out the applications for us over the phone and sent them to us for signature.

· Volunteers are covered under the SLIP policy.  It also covers hired and non-owned vehicles.  And it covers special events (e.g., fundraisers).
· Claims are on an “occurrence” basis, instead of a “claims made” basis.  Occurrence means the insurance pays claims arising out of incidents that occur during the policy term, even if they are filed after the policy expires.  Claims made means insurance pays claims presented to the insurer during the term of the policy or within a specific term after its expiration. 
· Comprehensive.  The programs cover more than we currently need, but include important coverages that we might need in the future so we don’t have to shop for yet another policy.  For example, the SLIP program includes Employment Practices Liability.
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