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2002 Fire Conference:

Managing Fire and Fuels in the Remaining

Wildlands and Open Spaces of the

Southwestern United States
December 2-5, 2002

Hyatt Regency Islandia Hotel and Marina

1441 Quivira Road

San Diego, California
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The 2002 Fire Conference (Conference) will consider the many issues confronting scientists, land managers, policymakers, and the public who address or are affected by management of fire and fuels across the southwestern United States (Utah, Colorado, Arizona, Nevada, New Mexico, and California).

The Conference will consist of a plenary session addressing the central issues of fire and fuels management in the Southwest and then break into concurrent sessions to address following the topics:  Fire Ecology, Fire Behavior, Fire History, Fire Prevention, Fire Education, Restoration and Rehabilitation, Air Quality, Wildlife–Fire Interactions, Fire Planning, Watershed Responses to Fire, Invasive-Species Responses to Fire, NEPA and Other Policies, and Vegetation–Fire Interactions.  A poster session will round out the program.  In addition, there will be exhibits of various sorts and venders of useful products.

who should attend

The Conference is intended for fire and fuels managers; fire prevention and education specialists; natural resource specialists and land managers; fire ecologists; wildlife biologists; fire, fuel, and natural resources agencies; consultants; Fire Safe councils; public interest groups; and local, regional, state, and federal decision makers for fire and fuels management.

Conference Schedule

Onsite registration will begin on Monday, December 2, 2002, at 1:00 p.m.; however, we encourage you to register in advance by using the enclosed registration form or registering online at

www.tws-west.org.  There will be a kickoff social Monday evening with hot and cold hors ď oeuvres and a no-host bar.  Refreshments will be provided throughout the conference at both the morning and afternoon breaks.  Attendees will be on their own for lunch.  The Hyatt Regency will honor both the prevailing federal and state rates for sleeping accommodations.  To reserve a sleeping room at these rates, you must make your reservations by November 4, 2002.  To reserve a sleeping room, call 619-224-1234 and identify that you are with the 2002 Fire Conference or with The Wildlife Society.

Plenary Session

The plenary session entitled Implementing Fuels Management Treatments in the Western United States will be on Tuesday morning and will focus on the central issues of fire and fuels management in the Southwest.  Preliminary topics that will be covered are:  

· Methods for reducing hazardous fuels

· Monitoring to evaluate the effectiveness of fuels management in reducing fire hazard – Stan Coloff, USGS

· Effects of fuels management on wildlife:  Do long-term benefits outweigh short-term harm? – Bill Laudenslayer, USFS

· Fuels management and ecosystem restoration:  Are they compatible?

· Managing fuels in the wildland–urban interface

· Regional perspectives on fuels management and the National Fire Plan Coordination Team – Jim Hubbard, Co. State Forester and National Association of State Foresters

· A collaborative approach for reducing wildland fire risks to communities and the environment: 10-year comprehensive strategy – WGS spokesperson
Concurrent and Poster Sessions

There will be three concurrent sessions on Tuesday afternoon, all day on Wednesday, and until noon on Thursday, which may include independent workshops.  A dedicated poster session will be held on Tuesday evening.  First- and second-place prizes will be awarded to students for the best oral presentations and posters.  Concurrent sessions will include the following topics:

· Fire Ecology and Behavior

· Fire History

· Fire Prevention

· Fire Education

· Post-Fire Restoration and Rehabilitation

· Air Quality and Smoke Management

· Wildlife–Fire Interactions

· Fire Planning

· Watershed Response

· Invasive Species

· NEPA and other Policies

· Vegetation–Fire Interactions

Other Activities

Social Events

Two social events (Monday and Tuesday evenings) will be held during which hors ď oeuvres will be provided and a no-host bar will be available. 

SAFE Mentoring Luncheon for Students

The Student Association for Fire Ecology (SAFE) is providing a free mentoring luncheon on Wednesday for students who attend the Conference.  A group of well-known professionals will attend to engage in discussions of interest to students.  Students:  please be sure to check the box on the registration form if you plan to attend.

Proceedings

A Proceedings of the Conference will be produced by the USDA Forest Service, Pacific Southwest Research Station.  Each attendee will receive a copy of the Proceedings at no charge.

Sponsors

The 2002 Fire Conference is sponsored by the Association for Fire Ecology, the Western Section of The Wildlife Society, and several other organizations including the United States Department of Agriculture, Forest Service; USFS Riverside Fire Laboratory; United States Department of the Interior, Geological Survey; and United States Department of the Interior, National Parks Service.

AFE Annual Business Meeting

The AFE annual business meeting will be held Wednesday evening.  Members of AFE are encouraged to attend this meeting.

Steering Committee

Chairs
Mathew Brooks, United States Department of the Interior, Geological Survey

Catherine Hibbard, President, Western Section of The Wildlife Society

Kevin Shaffer, California Department of Fish and Game

Members
Suraj Ahuja, United States Department of Agriculture, Forest Service, Region 5

Jan Beyers, United States Department of Agriculture, Forest Service, Riverside Fire Laboratory

Sarah Converse, Student Association for Fire Ecology (SAFE)

Wayne Harrison, California Department of Parks and Recreation

William Laudenslayer, United States Department of Agriculture, Forest Service, Pacific Southwest Research Station, Fresno

Marcia Narog, United States Department of Agriculture, Forest Service, Riverside Fire Laboratory

Mary O’Dea, United States Department of Agriculture, Forest Service, Riverside Fire Laboratory

Barbara Rocco, Western Section of The Wildlife Society

Carrie Shaw, Information Center for the Environment, Dept. of Environmental Science and Policy, UC Davis

Scott Stephens, University of California, Berkeley, Department of Environmental Science, Policy, and Management

Neil Sugihara, United States Department of Agriculture, Forest Service, Region 5

Robin Wills, United States Department of the Interior, National Parks Service

The Hyatt Regency Islandia

The Hyatt Regency Islandia is centrally located in Mission Bay Park, the largest aquatic preserve in the United States covering over 4,600 acres of parkland.  

The hotel is located on picturesque Mission Bay near business, shopping, and entertainment districts.  It is close to the San Diego Convention Center and all major attractions, and is only 6 miles from San Diego International Airport.  The hotel has four restaurants and lounges, a free-form pool, a sundeck, a whirlpool, a complimentary fitness center, and a commercial marina with the area’s largest aquatic sports center.  There is also a Message Therapy Center.  There are nearby beaches and bicycling and jogging paths, and 80 area golf courses.

The Hyatt Regency Islandia is close to SeaWorld and minutes from Balboa Park and the San Diego Zoo, Old Town, Coronado Island, Del Mar, La Jolla, Seaport Village, and more.
Registration Form

2002 Fire Conference

December 2-5, 2002

San Diego, California

1.  Fill out all sections of this form.  Complete a separate form for each registrant.

2. Make your payments payable to “The Wildlife Society, Western Section”.  Checks, agency vouchers, or VISA, MasterCard, American Express, or Discover are accepted.  No purchase orders, please.

3.  Registration must be postmarked by November 1, 2002, to avoid a late fee.

4.  Mail to:
The Wildlife Society, Western Section



Post Office Box 369





Rancho Cordova, CA  95741-0369

Name:  











Organization:  











Mailing Address:  











City





State

Zip





Tel:  (           )

Fax:  (           )


E-mail




Credit Card Name (e.g., M/C) & Number                                                        Exp:   /              

Registration fee if postmarked:
by 11/01/2002
after 11/01/2002
Total

(Includes all workshops, sessions, receptions, and refreshment breaks and a copy of the Proceedings)

Western Section or AFE Member
$295


$340

_______

Non-WS or AFE Member

$340


$385

_______

Student/Young Professional*

$150 (no late fee)


_______

□  Students:  Please check here if you will attend the free SAFE mentoring lunch (Wednesday)

TWS Western Section Membership ($20)




_______

AFE Membership ($30)







_______

TOTAL









_______


*Students must be currently enrolled at a university or college; AYoung Professionals@ must be employed as a seasonal or temporary employee in the wildlife profession.

NOTE:  You may join the Western Section or AFE with this form and pay the member registration fee for the Conference. 

Cancellation and Refund Policy:  To receive a refund of registration fees, we must receive your cancellation no later than 2 weeks before the date of the Conference.  All refunds are subject to a $15 handling charge.  If payment is made with a credit card, refunds will be subject to an additional 5% surcharge.  Requests for refunds must be submitted in writing, either by mail or e-mail, 2 weeks before the date of the Conference.
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