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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact:
Jill Rushing, 323/866-6049


Jill.rushing@mslpr.com
AMID THE ASHES OF GREAT TRAGEDY, LOCAL

FIRE SAFE COUNCILS LOG SMALL TRIUMPHS

Southern California, Calif. (October 31, 2003) – Faced with firestorms of unprecedented force and magnitude, laced with acts of heroic valor, there are some quiet success stories emerging from the Southern California blazes.

Local Fire Safe Councils, some organized only within the past year or two to mitigate the potential effects of wildfires, could point to instances where their efforts had made a difference, sometimes between life and death.

In Lytle Creek, Ellen Pollema, President of the Lytle Creek Fire Safe Council, reported that when a battalion chief’s professional judgment told him to pull out his firefighters for their safety, he met unexpected opposition.

She reports that a U. S. Forest Service firefighter objected, saying, "This community started a Fire Safe Council three years ago.  We promised that if they did their part, we'd do ours."  

Surveying the community's work in creating defensible space around homes and brush clearance along roads, the battalion chief relented and ordered his men back in.  The firefighters bravely faced the fire in this neighborhood. Of approximately 350 homes in the Lytle Creek community, only 18 were lost.

In the embattled mountain communities in San Bernardino County, Laura Dyberg, President of the Mountain Rim Fire Safe Council said her council recently helped create an evacuation plan and they practiced evacuating.
The Council's planning paid off.  Many residents were already prepared and evacuated before the order came to leave.

Fire Safe Council
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In San Diego County, Lowell Grimaud of the county's Fire Safe Council cited the decision to select Palomar Observatory as a staging area and shelter, and planning for the use of local ham radio operators as an information source.

"Thanks to the Palomar Amateur Radio Club, we had around-the-clock information during the fires," Grimaud said.

Bruce Turbeville, Chairman of the California Fire Safe Council, which was formed ten years ago in the wake of the Oakland Hills fire, said, “We extend our warmest condolences to the victims of this firestorm.  Many of our members have experienced wildfire firsthand and we are here to lend support to those on the road to recovery.    We want to remind Californians that they have the ability to make a difference in their communities.  During this firestorm, we’ve seen a number of examples of local Fire Safe Councils proving that we can all make a difference."

For further information or to contact local Fire Safe Councils involved in the Southern California blazes, page Bruce Turbeville at 916/762-2757, then enter your phone number and hit the pound sign. 

Local Fire Safe Councils are among many organizations that have received grant funding from the National Fire Plan to improve their communities’ ability to withstand wildfire.  The Fire Safe Council recently joined with California Fire Alliance member agencies to create a one-stop shopping grants clearinghouse to make it easier for communities to find grants to reduce their wildfire risk.
The FSC has 10 years of leadership in bringing together private individuals, local organizations, industry groups and government agencies and others for effective action against a common enemy - wildfire.   For more information on how to form a Fire Safe Council in your community, or to access the grants clearinghouse, please visit www.firesafecouncil.org.

The California Fire Safe Council is a coalition of public and private sector organizations that share a common, vested interest in reducing losses from wildfire.  The Council’s mission is to preserve and enhance California's manmade and natural resources by providing leadership and support that mobilizes all Californians to protect their homes, communities and environment from wildfires.  Since 1993, the California Fire Safe Council has seen more than 100 local Fire Safe Councils established that have completed numerous fire safety projects in their communities.
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