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Contact:
[INSERT CONTACT NAME]

[INSERT NAME OF FSC]

[INSERT PHONE NUMBER]

[INSERT EMAIL ADDRESS]



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

[INSERT NAME OF COUNCIL] LAUNCHES
 WILDFIRE AWARENESS WEEK, MAY 9-15
It’s a Clear Choice:  
Council Urges Homeowners, Communities
to Get Ready for Fire Season, Become Fire Safe
[INSERT NAME OF CITY], CALIF. (May 9, 2004)— Even as Southern California continues to recover from last fall’s firestorms, the [INSERT NAME OF COUNCIL] urged homeowners statewide to get ready for fire season again when it kicked off Wildfire Awareness Week today.  May 9-15, Wildfire Awareness Week is an annual campaign to remind people to take steps to reduce the risk of wildfire damage and to act in a fire safe manner.  The theme of this year’s campaign, in partnership with the California Department of Forestry & Fire Protection is, “It’s a Clear Choice.”   
“Resident’s of [INSERT NAME OF AREA] have a clear choice:  Be fire safe.  This means clearing defensible space to give firefighters a safe zone to fight fires ,” said [INSERT NAME AND TITLE OF COUNCIL SPOKESPERSON/COORDINATOR].  
Defensible space is a minimum 30-foot clearance of flammable plants from around a structure.  This does not mean a ring of bare dirt, but includes a fire resistant landscape. Homeowners can assess their home’s defensibility by using the homeowner’s checklist at www.firesafecouncil.org.
[INSERT INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR LOCAL WILDFIRE AWARENESS WEEK ACTIVITY, OR OTHER FSC PROJECTS IN YOUR COMMUNITY].

-more-

[INSERT NAME OF SPOKESPERSON/COUNCIL COORDINATOR] also encouraged residents to join [INSERT NAME OF COUNCIL] to identify and lessen community wildfire hazards; to install and maintain fire resistant landscaping; and to build or remodel with fire resistant materials.
In its campaign to create fire safe communities one house at a time, the [INSERT NAME OF COUNCIL] distributed campaign-style yard signs that will identify fire safe lots statewide, and distributed fire safety educational materials throughout the community.
[INSERT LOCAL COUNCIL BOILERPLATE INFORMATION: A SHORT PARAGRAPH THAT DESCRIBES YOUR COUNCIL, ITS PROJECTS, AND SHORT COUNCIL HISTORY.]
For more information about the [INSERT NAME OF COUNCIL], please visit the [INSERT COUNCIL WEB SITE] or www.firesafecouncil.org.
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